Elfin Forest-Harmony Grove Town Council Community Meeting

Fire Station

March 6, 2013

Board Members present:  JP Theberge, Jan Denny, Bonnie Baumgartner, Mark Shields,  Sandra Bartsch, Nancy Goodrich

Board Members absent:  Jacqueline Arsivaud-Benjamin,  May Meintjes, Amy Molenaar

This meeting was called to order at approximately 1930.

1 . 
Update re EFHGTC Finances

2 . 
Capt. Barker 

· Advised re Chief Twohy's Post-Op Status and new Mutual Threat Zone Agreement with Rancho Santa Fe Fire Dept.

3. 
Carl Stiehl – (t: 858.694.2216, email: carl.stiehl@sdcounty.ca.gov) SD County Advanced Planning Division – Presentation re Draft Update to Equine Ordnance

· Chronology: 

 
- March 2011 request was made to update Horse Stable Regulations;

- July 2011, planning department provided options and the County BOS selected tiered permitting approach;

- October 2011, Ordinance Office Meeting;

- February 2012, Notice of Preparation Meeting;

-Summer – Fall, 2012, Group presentations and individual meetings with identified stakeholders performed;

- Conducted stable interviews throughout the project area and obtained date including the varying ratios of horses:acres.

- Private horse keeping will not be subject to the ordinance.  It's scope is limited to commercial horse stables.

- Provided various maps showing applicability of proposed ordinance.

· Summary of Draft Ordinance

- 4 tiers

- No permit required for properties with 3 horses, boarding only, not owned by property owner;

- Zoning Verification Permit required for properties with 4 - 10 horses per acre, max. of 50 horses.

- Based on “useable acres.”

- Permit process = 4 weeks and apx. $1,000

- Administrative Permit required for properties with 10 horses/acre.  50 – 100 horses max. 

- 3 – 6 months application process w/ cost of apx. $10,000.

- Major Use Permit required for properties with more than 100 horses.  

- Cost $15,000 to submit and $20,0000 - $30,000 total cost.  

- 12 months to process.

- Requires public hearing

- Requires EIR

·  All tiers require submission of plot plan drafted by architect or engineer.

·  Plot Plans to specify manure management plan, vector control plan, fire protection plan, setbacks, parking useable acreage and horse calcs.

·  Public Review Phase 2/4/13 – 3/20/13

·  Review/Response Phase April 2013

·  Planning Commission Public Hearing May 2013

·  Board of Supervisors to vote to approve or reject in July 2013.

·  Q/A and public response

- Sandra: Rationale for 10 horses/acre


- Answer: Initially recommended 8 horses/acre.  However, various stakeholders requested 10 horse/acre standard based on meeting with stable owners throughout the county.  Considered 10 horses/acre as a maximum recommendation to present to the BOS.  The BOS can elect to choose less.

- Nancy: Offered opinion that the proposed plan does not fit EFHGTC community.  The plan removes customized standards that fit our community.

- Question re liability insurance – not required by proposed plan.

- Currently a Major Use Permit is required for EFHG due to animal designator in place.

- The proposed ordinance will make it easier to start commercial stable.

- Effect on code enforcement? 

- Mr. Stiehl advised he believes people will obtain permits and free up code enforcement personnel.

Meeting adjourned 2113.

